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that a single item of past experience, even if conscious at the
time, can become discriminated from the total body of past
experience it must have had a certain minimum intensity of
consciousness, or be rescued from obscurity owing to its relevance
to some other experience which possesses the necessary intensity
(the psychological principle of association). A conscious, but not
self-conscious, organism might owe its lack of self-consciousness
either to low intensity of consciousness in the original experience,
or to the fact that the constitution of the psychophysical field did
not allow those constituents of it which are due to past experience
to become objects of experience in subsequent actual occasions in
the Central Agent. The organism would not be self-conscious, for
consciousness of self is consciousness of a stream of past
experiences recognized as belonging to that self.

Such an organism would be permanently in the position in
respect to the totality of its past experiences that we ourselves are
to many, or even most, of our own experiences. Innumerable
perceptions, thoughts and actions can never become discriminated
in a subsequent mental process. We perceive many things without
paying sufficient attention; that is to say, with such a low degree
of consciousness, that immediately afterwards we have no direct
knowledge that we perceived them. Nevertheless, we can be
confident that we do perform these acts of perceiving, for two
reasons. First, because although we have forgotten the fact that
we perceived them, the fact may be brought to light subsequently
by association with some later perception or idea. Second, because
we are aware of grades of attention in our acts of perceiving.
If while I am absorbed in my work the clock strikes, and a few
seconds Later someone asks me if I heard it strike, I answer yes.
But if a minute or two has elapsed between the clock striking and
the question, I shall answer no. Such acts of perception, though
conscious at the time, remain discriminable from the total nexus
only for a very short time.

The limiting case is that of an organism in which, though the
concrescence which is the actual occasion at each specious present
is a conscious process, it could never become an object of
experience in subsequent actual occasions. This does not mean
that its present experience is not different from what it would
have been if its past experience had been different, for its sensa
are prehended into a different nexus. As psychoanalysis has shown
in such detail, our emotional attitude may be influenced by past
events of which we have no recollection. It is true that in many